Objective:  By visiting website links on the Internet, you will learn about the origin, customs, and traditions surrounding the Chinese New Year. A video will help establish background knowledge and aid with reading and answering the questions. Children will practice keyboarding, toggling between a document and the Web. 
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CHINESE NEW YEAR!

 The origins (how the celebration originated) of Chinese New Year
We will watch a video on the Chinese New Year, as well as read about different traditions and symbols associated with the Chinese New Year at History.com.  
Be sure to read the directions.  DO NOT RUSH.  Take your time so you read and/or listen with understanding.  Share what you learned with someone!
► Read “The History of Chinese New Year” paragraph below the picture on the homepage (http://www.history.com/content/chinesenewyear).    
1. What is the name of the beast responsible for killing and attacking villagers?

	


2. What things did people feel would ward off (keep away) the beast? 

	


► Click on the CALENDAR link found on the upper left.  Scroll down and find the year 2009.  


3.  Scroll down and find the year 2009. This is the Year of The

4.  Now, find your birth year.  What Chinese year were you born in? 

	


Directions: ► Click on the TRADITIONS AND SYMBOLS link.  You will read about two traditions: Jie Cai Ceng and Yuan Xiao Jie.
5. On what number day of the New Year does Jie Cai Ceng happen?   What does Jie Cai Ceng mean in English? 

	


6. What do businesses do on Jie Cai Ceng to bring good fortune?  
	



7. What day of the Chinese New Year does the Festival of Lanterns occur?  What do people do with lanterns on this day?  

	


Directions: ► Scroll down to SYMBOLS.  The two symbols you will read about are Red Envelopes and Dragons.
8. What is a red “hong bao” and what do you find inside it? 
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9. Who gets red “hong boa”?

	


10. What does the dragon represent (what does it stand for)?
	


11. What might people see dancing in front of the place where they work?
	


12. The Chinese New Year can take place anytime between Jan. 21 and Feb. 19. Using the date of the first day of this year’s Chinese New Year (provided by your teacher) what date will the Festival of Lanterns happen?
	


Use this grid to help you.

	Day 1


	Day 2


	Day 3


	Day 4


	Day 5


	Day 6


	Day 7


	Day 8



	Day 9


	Day 10


	Day 11


	Day 12


	Day 13


	Day 14


	Day 15


	


Directions: ► Click on the FOOD link.  Read the two paragraphs under FOOD.  

13. During New Year’s Eve, Chinese families gather together to eat and celebrate with a big New Year’s Eve meal. What American holiday do we celebrate with our families, and eat a big meal?
	


14. Look at the Traditional New Years Foods listed.  What food do you think you’d like the best?  Why?

	


Directions: ► Go to http://www.fi.edu/fellows/fellow1/apr99/ . Click on the link “Chinese Calendar” on the right.  Click on the animal that represents your year.
15. Read about the temperament (personality) they say people born in your year have.  Do you agree? Explain. 
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